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Need For The Institute
The South was behind economically to the 
North.
A way to educate southerners in the 
manufacturing ways of the North.
Based of the WPI and MIT models.
Created during Reconstruction. 
Do you think we succeeded?
Georgia Institute of Technology Center for Signal and Image Processing
Georgia Tech – Then and Now
Then
Now
Georgia Institute of Technology Center for Signal and Image Processing
Differences in Georgia Tech
Possession of playing cards would lead to 
a students expulsion.
A student would be allowed to leave his 
firearm with his professor before class.
Dormitory bathrooms were only open until 
8 pm on weekdays.
Students were required to pay for their 
laundry to be done.
Any of these do you find troubling?
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Differences in Georgia Tech
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Students in 1904 and Present
1904
42 graduating 
students
Names were listed in 
the 1904 Faculty 
Minutes
Present
About 18,000 
undergraduate and 
graduate students
Thousands of 
students graduate in 
each of the three 
semesters
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1904 and Present Degrees
1904
5 degrees
- Mechanical Engineering
- Textile Engineering
- Electrical Engineering
- Engineering Chemistry
- Civil Engineering 
PRESENT
6 colleges (Architecture, 
Computing, Engineering, 
Management, Liberal Arts, 
and Sciences) with…
- 9 certificates
- 54 undergraduate 
degrees
- 71 master’s degrees
- 30 doctoral degrees
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Differences in ME Course of Study
Mechanical engineering 
program initially had a 
shop-work component.  
The products of shop 
exercises were sold to 
generate income for the 
school (Drury 10).
Introductory math classes 
were algebra, geometry, 
and trigonometry.
English was taken 
every term.
Chemistry was taken 
in eight out of twelve 
terms 
(Announcements 70-
73).
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Differences in ME Course of Study 
(cont.)
The curricula no longer 
requires shop work.  
However, about forty 
percent of all mechanical 
engineering majors are 
involved with the 
Cooperative Program (“A 
Brief History” par. 4).
Introductory math classes 
today are Calculus I, 
Calculus II, and Calculus 
III (“Degree 
Requirements”).
Only two English courses 
are required today.  
Students have the option 
of selecting English 
literature to fulfill the 
humanities requirement.
The core curriculum 
requires one chemistry 
course but provides the 
freedom to schedule 
higher-level chemistry 
classes.
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Course of Study in 1901
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Course of Study in 1901 (cont.)
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Course of Study in 2007
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Questions?
Take a ~5 year snapshot of your major, 
are there any differences in the 
requirements now than 5 years ago?
What have been some new rules that have 
changed in the last 5 years?
Does Georgia Tech have any current rules 
or regulations you find absurd?
How do you see Georgia Tech changing in 
the Future?
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